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HAWAII DEBT SOLUTIONS
Pauahi Tower
1003 Bishop Street, Suite 2700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813          Mailing Address:
808.468.7000                                      POB 3530
www.hawaiidebtsolutions.com Honolulu, Hawaii 96811

February 9, 2021

Aloha Senators,

I am testifying in support of SB1373.

I have been a bankruptcy lawyer for over 25 years. It is my daily practice to talk with people about their debt 
problems. Yet the people have been speaking with over the last six months present a situation more dire than 
anything I have ever witnessed.

As you are aware, many households in Hawaii, particularly those of the economically vulnerable, often depend 
on several incomes to keep it afloat. Unfortunately, due to the economic devastation created by the COVID 
virus, many of these households have fewer incomes upon which they can rely. 

The current law allows creditors to garnish approximately 25% of a person’s net wages. The loss of 25% of net 
wages to one of the remaining incomes to these households no longer means just the loss of cable and eating out
– it means the loss of a place to live.

This bill, which will reduce the garnishment limit from 25% to 10%, is designed to last only as long as is 
necessary and has a very strict sunset clause. Further, it does not reduce the garnishment level for the most 
important garnishment of all – child support.

The Bill is reasonable, extremely helpful, and humane. I urge you to vote in favor of it.

I have provided my personal contact information below if anyone would like to speak with me.

Thank you for your time.

Regards,

Martin Berger
Attorney at Law
808.938.5951
martyaberger@gmail.com
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

My name is Tanya Aynessazian and I am from Pahoa on the Big Island. I write today in 
support for SB 1373 relating to garnished wages.  

During this time, it is critically important to assist those in financial trouble- especially 
those who have been hit the hardest during this pandemic and economic lockdown. I 
support SB 1373 because wage garnishment at this time puts workers at even more risk 
of falling behind on their primary needs. The coronavirus pandemic and economic 
lockdown has put many people in difficult financial situations. As tens of thousands of 
people lost income, they're forced to decide between paying for essentials and meeting 
their debt commitments. 

Ten states and the District of Columbia have suspended wage garnishment or blocked 
new wage garnishments since Covid-19 was declared a national emergency. Four 
states don't even allow garnishments on wages for consumer debt. Many creditors 
pursuing garnished wages in states that allow it have received  

Hawaii must follow suit with a limitation on the percent of debtor's wages - as in this bill 
for 10% - to ensure that debtors can work with their creditors and not fall even more 
behind. Garnishing more than 10% of wages puts workers at even more risk not only 
financially, but also from a mental and physical health perspective. People WANT to 
recover and to get back to paying their bills off, and SB 1373 is a small step in the right 
direction to help those affected who have been able to go back to work.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on this important bill.  

Tanya Aynessazian 

Pahoa, HI  
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